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The PREFACE, 
To the Honeſt-hearted Readers, that fincerely De- 
fire to be Truly Informed about the Great 
and Weighty Matters of Religion, and to know 
Peace with God, through Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s | 
the Light and Saviour of the World, fobhng.5. 
I Fohn 4. 14. | 


E Live in an Age of High Notions and Specula- 

tions about Matters of Religion, and according 
to the Various Apprehenſions that Many have thereof, in 
their Ignorance of the 1 rue God, and Jeſus Chrift 
' whom he hath ſent a Light into the World, they have 
Set up this and the other Way and Mode of Wor- 
ſhip, mn Oppoſition and Contradiffion to one another ; 
Each pretending Scripture for their ſeveral Ways ; 
but Wreſting rather than Interpreting of it. both to 
the Diſhonour of God, and Hurt of themſelves and 
others. ' So that they have laid a Stumbling-Block, 


by this Diverſity of Opinions, not only in the Way of + \ 


the Jew, Mahometen, and Gentile, but of many alſo 
under the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. Whereby, as the 
Former have' been Confirmed and Hardned in their Ju- 
daiſm, Turciſm, and Paganiſm ; ſo the Latter, have 


LIYeagal - 1. A-2 | Jome 
GENEDCLAETHOL | 


_ The PREFACE. Fo 
| ſome of them proved Atheiſts, Anti-ſcripturiſts, 
| and Openly Profane ; others have taken up with the 
Traditions and Inventions of Men, inſtead of the 
Commandments and Ordinances sf the Lord ; and 
a Third Sort, who are Honeſt-hearted, and have at 
times ſincere Deſires in their Souls after the Lord, are 
fo DiſtraFed in their Minds through the Subtilty of the 
Enemy, who us at Work in a Myſterious Manner, 
under the Various Forms of Humanely-Deviſed Wor- 
ſhips, that they know not at preſent what to Foyn to, or 
where to Fix, that they might find a T'rue Reſting 
Place for their Souls. 
For the Awakening therefore of All that are a Sleep} 
in Sin, or Empty Forms of Profeſſion, and for the 
Information of All ſuch, but more Eſpecially of the Sin- 
cere-hearted Ones, whom the Lord in Meaſure may have 
Awakened, and in whom he may have raiſed Earneſt 
Breathings and Defires at certain Times and Seaſons, 
in this Day of his Tender Viſitation, after the Enjoy- 
ment of Himſelf ; the Exhortation from the Lord unto 
Sleepy Sinners, and Secure Formaliſts, is, Awake ye 
that Sleep, and Ariſe from the Dead, that Chrift 
may give you Light and Life. Let the Wicked 
forſake his Way, and the Unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts ; and let him Return unto the Lord, 
and he will have Mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will Abundantly Pardon, 1/az. 55: 7, 
: ad, 4 
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The PREFACE. 


And to the Awakened, Seeking Ones, in the Sincerity and 
Humility of their Hearts, it is the Word of the Lord, 
Te are not far from the Kingdom of God ; My Righ- 
teouſneſs 1s near, and my Salvation is gone forth, 
Iſai. $1.5. Come unto me, ſaith Chriſt Jeſus, All 
ye that Labour, and are Heavy Laden, and I 
will give you Reſt. Take my Yoke upon you, 
and Learn of me, for I am Meek and Lowly in 
Heart, and ye ſhall find Reſt unto your Souls, 


Mat. 11. 28, 29. 


You will ſay perhaps, This is Comfortable News 
indeed, and thou bringeſt us Glad-Tidings of Good 
Things. But how ſhall we do to be made Enjoyers 
of them? O that we knew where we might find him, 
whom our Souls Deſire ! That we might come even to 
bis Seat? 

Anſw. Having Obtained Mercy at the Hand of 
God, to be Faithful, I will Declare unto you, Where 
and How -you ſhall find him. Turn to the Light 
Within, to Chriſt Feſus in his Inward Appearance 
in your Hearts, who ſaid, 1 am the Light of the 
World ; he that Followeth me, ſhall not Walk 
in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life, 
John 8. 12, Be not Faithleſs, but Believing : I 


.. know the Enemy of your Souls will do what he can 


to Diſcourage and Hinder you ; for he hath many 
Inſtruments at Work, to Miſrepreſent and Aſperſe the 
_ Eternal 
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The PREFACE. 
Erernal Truth of God, and the Faithful Followers of Chriſt, 


The Scribes and Phariſces, the Prieſts and Levites, were Baſie ; 


and Inauſtrious Aaverſaries in Ages and Genergt ions paſt, and fo 
are their Sacceſſors now ; notwithſtanding their vain Pretences to 


Antiquity, Univerfality ad Confent ; azd their Lying Words, 7: 


f 
: 


der and Enquiring Ones, I Beſeech you not to foliow the Þoice ® 


ſajzing, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord, are theſe, Jer. 7.4. But, O ye Tex- 


of Strangers and Hirelings, who come to Steal, Kjil and De- 
ftroy: Bat hearken to the Voice of Chriſt Jeſus iz your own 
Souls, who ſaid, T am come that they might have Life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. I am 
the good Shepherd ; the good Shepherd giveth his Liie 
tor the Sheep, John ro. 1o, 11. Of whom it was Pro- 
pheſied, Behold, the Lord God will come with a ftron 
Hand, and his Arm {hall Rule for him : Behold, his Re- 
ward is with him, and his Work before him. He ſhall 


feed his Flock like a Shepherd ; he ſhall gather the Lambs j 
with his Arm, and carry them in his Boſom, and ſhall |} 


gently lead thoſe that are great with Young, 1/ai. 40. 10, 
1s. Do n6t conceive of Him, as too many in their Janorance 


do, that he is a Saviour Afar off, and not Nigh at Hand. \ 
The Righteouſneſs which 1s of Faith fpeaketh on this | 


wife, Say not in your Hearts, Who ſhall Aſcend into Hea- 
.ven? That is, to bring Chriſt down from Above. Or 


who ſhall Deſcend into the Deep? That is,'to bring up 4 


Chriſt again from the Dead. But what faith it? The 


Word is Nigh thee, even in thy Heart ; that is the Word 9 


of Faith which we Preach, Roz: 10.6, 7, 8. 
Now, in Direfting People to the Word of Faith, in their 


Hearts, or the Light Within, which are both One in Natare, 1 p 
tho? Differing in Name ; we do- not thereby make void the Out- 
ward Appearance of Chriſt in the Prepared Body, wherein hy 


ame to Do and Suffer the Will of God, for the Redemption 


and. 
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The PREFACE. 


* 4 and Salvation of loſs Mankind; but as any Man or Woman 
# comes to Believe in the Light Within, azd to receive with 
Meekneſs the Ingrafted Word; ſo we Teſtifie from our own 
Experience, that they will be led to have an higher-Eſleem for 
the Outward Appearance of Chriſt, than ever they could have 
of before. For the Experimental K pnowleage of the Myſtery, En= 
# hanſes the Worth and Value of the Hiſtory. 

Tou ſee then where you may Meet with Flim whom your 
* Souls deſire ; namely, Within you : For the Kingdom of God 
4 is Within you, Lake 17. 21. And Chriſt in you # the 

Hope of Glory, Col. 1. 27. 

The other part of your Enquiry, reſpetts the Way or Man- 
® mer of your Coming to Meet with him, and how you may 
| be made Emnjoyers of his Living Preſence, I anſwer, Not by 

Outward Obſervation, and Bodily Exerciſe, which profiteth lit- 
'7 tle; but by Inward Waiting, and Applying of the Mind to the 
Light of Chriſt /z your own Conſciences, which he hath cauſed 
Zo ſhine there, and to go before you ; and, as you yield Faith= 
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+ fal Obedience to it, to guide you out of Darkneſs into his 
f Marvellous Light : For if ye believe in the Light, ye ſhall 
$ be the Children of the Light, /ze Johz 12. 36. And come to 
= Witneſs that Peace with God, that Quietneſs and Aſſurance in 
7 Jour own Boſoms, which is the Work and Effet of Righteoul- 
Y neſs; zay, it cannot be attained any other way. For whoever 
& would come to enjoy True Peace with God, he muſt be made 
#: Righteous; and that by a Righteouſneſs wrought in him by the 
 Oprrit of Chriſt, without whom he can ao nothing acceptable 
* #79 the Lord; and not meerly by a Righteouſneſs without him. 
We can ſer our Seals to the Doitrine of Traputation, 25 *ti 
3 p1anly Stated in the Scriptures of Truth; that is, when 4 
mw 44a is Ataally Poſſeſſed of the Righteouſneſs which #s [aid 
to ve Imputed to him ; but not as ſome Perſons have Di{caiſed 

zt, who under Pretence of Exaltins Chriſt's Righteouſnets 
Without them, have made, the Work of the Holy Spirit in 

| Sanctification 
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The PREFACE. 
Santification, »0 part of the Sinners Juſtification : Whereas :: 
the Formation of Chriſt in the Soul, is ſo abſolutely Neceſſary, | 
«nd that Formation 7s SanQification, that without it, No 
Man ſhall Inherit the Kjngdom of God. 
Turn in, Turn in, to the Fountain of Life, All ye that are © 
a Thirſt for God, and draw Water out of the Well of Salva- 
tion !! Whoſoever drinketh, ſaid Chrit Jeſwus, of the Water 
that I ſhall give him, ſhall never Thirſt: But the Water # 
that T {hall give him, ſhall be Tn Him a Well of Water © 
ſpringing up into Everlaſting Life, John 4. 14. When you 
come to arink of this Pure Water, and know it to be In You, | 
& Chriſt hath Teſlified, you will then ſee what Muddy Streams 
and Broken Ciſterns you went to in Times paſt ; yea, you will be 
fenfible, that No Notions, No Speculations, No Forms, Nor 
Worſkips of Man, i» his own Will and Time, are of any V a= 
tae ; for as you are Made Partakers of the Holy Life of Jeſus, 
fo you will ſee Death in every ſuch Device and Imagination ; | 


_ - —Q——  — 


zour Eyes will then be opened in the Light, zo ſee the Dark- 
nefs and Emptine(s of that Shadowy and Unſatisfattory 
Diſpenlation you were ſometimes under. 
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The Firf EPISTLE. 
To my Honoured Father, 
William Claridge. 


Honoured Father ! 


ET not my Uling the Singular Number, of Thou and Thee, 

_ be offenſive to thee; for 'ris Scripture-Language to a Single 
Perſon, and according to the Right Rules of Grammar in all 
Tongues and Languages: $So that if we would Speak or Write 
truly and properly to a Single Perſon, and nor falily or flatter- 
ingly, we ought to ufe the Singular Number, Thou and Thee 
and not the Plural, Toz. I do confeſs, I have not uſed this 
plain and proper way of Speaking and Writing formerly ; bur 
the Lord having Convinced me of his Blefled Light and Truch, 
as 'tis own d and receiv'd by the Pcople (called Quakers ) 
and turn'd me from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God, and holpen me to take up the Croſs of Chriſt, 
the Power of God, whereby I am in ſome meaſure Crucifted to - 
the World, and the World unto me; ſo that the Life thac I 
now live, 15 by the Faith of the Son of God, who died for 47; 
Men, and hath given a Manifeſtation of his Spirit unto me, and 
Every Man and Woman in the World, tro profit withal; I dare 
not now Joyn with the World in any thing that 1s contrary ro 
Truth; either in their Men-made Faiths, or Men-made Wor- 
ſhips, or in their Sinful Pra&tices, Cuſtoms and Uſages, or in - 
their Civil Ceremonies and Complements, as they Call them : 
Bur my Faith is the Gift of Ged, which purifieth my Heart, and 
inabieth me to overcome the Wotld ; and my Worſhip is that 
which God alone is the Author of, a Spiritual I/orfhip, and the 
Praiſe of it is of himſelf, and not of Men. Neither dare 1, 
B being 


| [2] 
being delivered from my Former Blindneſs, have any more to 
do with the Unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but muſt Reprove 
them. 

For a long time I have been as'a //# Sheep going aſtray, 
wandring up and down from Mountain to Hill, and from Hill 
ro Mountain, and fſeekir2 Reſt in this and the other Form of 
Men-made Wortkip; for one 11d, Le, here 5 CLri ; and another 
ſaid, Lo, there is Cirijt; pretending he was either in the Deſarts, 
Or in the ſecret Chaibers of Humane Inventions: Bur after 
Tryal, I found he was nor there ; for my thirſty Soul could 
meet with no Water of Life in their broken Ciſterns, ro refreſh 
it; my hungry Soul could find no Living Bread in their Baskets, 
to ſatisfie and fuſtain it. All their Forms were Shadows with- 
out the Subſtance, Shells wichour the Kernel, Leaves withour 
Fruit, Clouds without Rain, Miſerable Comforters ro my Sor- 
rowful Soul, adding Afﬀiction to my Trouble ; but admini- 
ſtring no true and laſting Eafe and Kefreſhment. And when 
F was thus Wandring and Seeking in great Diſtreſs and Per- 
plexity, and Cries ſprung up in my Soul to the Lord for 


Help; the Lord was pleaſed to Ariſe, and Reveal his Ever- 


laſting Arm, and ſend Redemption unto my. Soul. For Him, 
whom I had been ſeeking Without and Abroad, T found to 
be 1/:thi: aud at Home, The Word of Life, which I want- 
&d, was Nigh me, i my Heart, and in my Mouths, and as Fa- 
cob ſaid, Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not, Gen, 
28.16." So can I, Thar the Lord was In ze, tho' I was ig- 
norant thereof, and was looking for him I/ithout me, Chriſt 
was Within me, in my Heart and Conſcience; the Seed of 
the Heavenly Kingdom was there; the True Light ſhone in my 
Darkneſs, the Spirit of Truth convinced me, tho' I regarded 
3t not. * 

Burt now, God, bo co1nrinefed the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
hath fhined in my Hcait, tc g;/ve me the Light of the Knowledge of 
the Glery of God, in the Face of Fejrs Chriſt, 2. Cor. 4. 6. And the 
Grace of God, which hath been Exceeding abundant rowards 
me, hath inabled me ro Walk in ir, and yield Obedience to it, 
according io my Meaſure, in the due and patient Exerciſe of 
his own Heavenly Gitt, 


Thus. 


£3 p 


- C3] 
Thus hath the Lord at laſt, in his Infinite Mercy to my Soul, 
brought a Poor Dark Creature to the Glorious Light of his Be- 
loved Son, and to the Brightneſs of his Riſing, and cauſed a 
Stray Sheep to Return to the Shepherd ..nd Biſhop of our Souls. 
And being thus wonderfully Turn'd to Chritt, the 1rue Light, 
my Soul earneſtly defireth, That 4/! Mankind, and particularly 
thou, My Dear Father, may be turn'd to him alſo ; and may 
effeually know the great Salvation that comes by Jeſus, who 
3s Come [GC Save us from our Sins, and to Redeem us from a! 
Iniquity, and Purifie us unto himſelf a Peculiar People, Zealous 
of good Works : Which, as we come to know,we ſhall be Wit- 
neſſes indeed of the New Creation, and of the New Birth ; with- 
out which, whatſoever Forms we are under, or Pretenſions we 
may make to Chriſtianity, we cannot See the Kingdom of God. 
For thus ſaid Chriſt to Nicodemnus, Except a Man be Born again, 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, John 3. 3. And, Marvel not 
that I (aid unto thee, Ye muſt be Born again, veil. 9. Now fince 
this New Birth is of Abſolute Neceſlity to be Known, by every 
one that hopes to Enter into the Kingdom of God, and yet is 
a Riddle to the greateſt Part of: Perſons under the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity z the Lord having made me a Witneſs of it, I feel 
his Drawings upon me, in the tender Love of Chriſt, to Unfold 
it unto others. 
The New Birth then, is a Being Born again, not of Corruptible 
- Seed, but of Incorruptible, by the Word of God, which Liveth and Abi- 
deth for ever, 1 Pet. 1. 23. There are 7»0 Seeds and Two Births, 
according to the Nature of the ſeveral Seeds; there is the Corrupt, 
and the Incorruptible Seed and there is the Od Birth, and the New. 
The Corrupt Seed, from whence the O74 Birth proceeds, is that 
which the Envious One fows; and both this Seed and Birth tend 
anto Death. | 
Now this 1s thee State wherein all Men are by Nature, the 
Corrupt Scea lives and rules in them, and brings forth the Fruits 
of Unrighteouſicts, as the Lnſt of the Fleſh, the Lift of the Eyes, and 
the Pride of Life, x John 2. 16. Together with that long Train of 
S1ns, mentioned by the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Which they 
who Commit, ſhall not Inherit the Kingdom of God ; for He 
21. Render to every Man according to his Deeds, to them, who by 
"orient Continuance in Well-doing, Seek for G'ury, and Honour, ang 
S- 2 Im- 
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immertality, F673: DHie ' Brut unto then that are Contenticus, aud 
do not obey the Truti, vit ovey Unnrighteouſneſs ; Indipnation and 
Wrath, Rom. 9. af i; W. Tp H{fages of S'7 25 Death, Kom. 6. 2J, 
Excett jin Repert, 1c [n= ail 77 wile Periſh, Luke 13. LE, If ye 
7 » ? . . . pe 
Beiicye not toit ! a: re (ha!l Dic in jeur Sins, John 8. 24. He 


7 

that Beliewt' it the Sor, (al. nut See Life; but the IWrath of God 
T-F-.a2 Ea, © - 
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Dat the ircerruftiz't S224, Criſt Telms, Gal. 3:46. The Word 
of the Kirzraom, NAL 13.19. from whence the New. Birth Comes, 
15 botii Sced and Swvir biinielt; and he Sows it in the Hearts 
of 41] M:n&izl. and would have All ro keep it, and bring forth 
Fruit with Paiicnce. Bur foine aic like the 1/ay-[ide, which Re-" 
Ceive the Seed; and the Devil cometh, and taketh the Word 
out of their eatrts, Iceft they ſhould Believe and be Saved. 
Some are like the Srony-Places, that having no Root, do only 
Believe for a while, and in Time of Temptation Fall away. 
Others are like Thorns, which when they have heard the Word, 
goforth, and are Choked with the Cares, or Riches, or Pleaſures 
of this Life, and bring no Fruit to Perfettion. And ſome are 
like the Good Ground, which in an Honeſt and Good Heart, 
having heard the Word, keep it, and bring forth Fruit with 
Patience, ſome an hundred Fold, ſome ſixty, fome thirty : Com- - 
pare Mat. 13, 19,20, 21,22, 23. With Luke8.12, 13, 14, 15. 
The Incorruptivle Seed 1s {own in 4/, net one Man or Woman 
excepted ; but we ſee the Reaſon, why it doth nor grow to Matu- 
rity in 477, namely, Recon/e the Devil catcheth away that which was 


{own in the Heart; or, it wants gocd Rooting ; Or is choked by the Cares, 


&r Riches, or Pleaſurcs c{ this Life. So that it 1s the Honeſt and 
Good Heart only which reccives and keeps it, and ſo becomes 
Fruitful. And this is the New Birth, or a being Born again of 
weorruhtitle Seed, when the Word of Ged (I mean Chriſt Feſws, 
whoſe Name is Called, Toe 117. of God, Rev. 19. 13.) 1s re- 
eavVved, ard the word Preached is mixed with Faith 1n the 
i {carts of them thar hear it, whereby a Renovation in the Spirtc 
EF ilwir Minds is Exnerienced. The Effect of which Renewing, 
3 m1anffed by the Fruits of the Spirit: For where Chriſt is 

£0 in the Soul, O!d things are paſt away, and all things are 
become New, 2 Cor. 5.17. Tree z 5 Putting off, concerning the fer* 
es Congeriation ine Old Man, which i Corrupt, according to the de- 
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ceful Lnfts and the New Man is put on, which after God ts 
| reated in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Ephel. 4. 22, 24. * And 
” where this Putting off the Old Man, and Putting on the New , 
| is Known and Experienced, there is a True Regeneration : And 
" {ach as know this, are True Believers in Chriſt, and ſhall nar 
come into Condemnation, but are paſled trom Death to Life, 
4 As to their former Tranſgreſſions, tzey are freely forgiven 
chrough Chriſt, the great and alone Propitiation, upon Re--P 
pntance from Dead Works, and Faiih towards the Lord Je- 
ſas Chriſt. Their paſt Iniquiiies are Forgrven, and their Sins 
are Covered, as though they never had been Committed. And 
this is fuſtification from the Guilt of Sins toas are paſt, through the 
Forbearance of God in Chriſt Feſus, whom ne nath ſet forth to be 
a Propitiation through Faith in his Bloed, Rom, 3.25. So that all 
thoſe who are True Believers, are New Creatures; they are 
Waſhed, Sanflified, and Tuſtified, in the Name of te Lov Tens, and 
by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. It. And unto ther there is no 
Gondennation ; fer they are in Chriſt Jeſus, and Walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. Theſe are the Sons and 
Daughters of the Lord God Almighty ; for they have Received 
the Spirit of Adoption, whercby they cry, Abba, Father, Rom. 8. 15. 
The Spirit it ſelf beareth Witne's with their Spirits, that they are the 
Children of God; and if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
Foint-Heirs with Chriſt, verl. 16, 179. And by theſe, Pure and' 
Acceptable Service is performed to God, chrough Jeſus Chrift. 


Now if ever thou Comeſt to Know the New Birth, thou muſt 
Know a Spiritual Travel: There is a Sight and Senſe of Sin, 
and Groaning to be Delivered, before the Man-Child is Born. 
Therefore, my Dear Father, Bring, I humbly Intreat rhee, Every 
Thought, Word and Action, to the Light of Chrit in thy own 
Conſcience, and the Light will ſhew thee what they are, 
and will Reprove the Evil, and Condemn the Unjult ; and as 
chou Turneſt at J3/dow!'s Reproof, ſo God will pour out his Syirit 
unto thee, and will make known his Words unto ihee, Prov. 1.23. 
Turn therefore even now to the Lord ; for he is a God, 24% 
ould have all Men to be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. He pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſerh by 
the Tranſgreſjion of the Remnant of bis Heritage ; ie v0: ainety 16t 344 
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Anger for ever, becauſe be delightcth in Mercy, Mic. 7. 18. To day © 
therefore bear his Voice, Heb. 3. 7. For behold, now is the Accepted {| 
Time ; behold, now is the Day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. Con- 
ſulc no longer with Flcſh and Blood, bur Take up thy Croſs 
and follow Chriſt. There 1s no coming to the Father, bur by 
| the Son; and him that cometh unto me, faith the Son, T will in 
in 0 wiſe caſt out, John 6. 37. Thus Commending thee to Ged, 
Ki and to the Word of his Grace, which is able to Build thee up, and 
g Give thee an Inheritance among all ther which are Sanethified, | 
Mi -AAs 20. 32. v. 


I Remain, 
Thy Dutiful and AﬀeRtionate Son, 
li Earneſtly Deſiring thine Eternal Welfare, 


George's Conrt, near Hick's : s 
{ Hall, London, the 7th of Richar d Clar idge. 
F the 1oth Month, 1697. 


—_— 
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\ The Second LP 1S TLE. 


Moſes Sergeant of Red-ditch 
In Worceſterſhire, 


Formerly a Preacher among the Baptiſts, and 
Member of the Congregation Meeting at 
_ Bromeſgrove, in the ſaid County, ( whereof 
I alſo ſometimes was ) and lately come forth 
in a Publick Teſtimony to God's Bleſſed 

Light and Truth. __ 


My Dear Friend, | 

Hs heard by many Faithful Friends, and particularly by 

Thomas Sheward, Mary Gulſon, Fohn Leech and Fohn Bowater, 
of thy Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Obedience thereunto z. 
my Heart within me: was right Glad at the Report thereof, and 
doth even now leap for Joy, in a Fellow-ſenſe of the Lord's 
Mercy both to thee and me: For he hath done Wonderful 
Things for us, in Turning us from Darkzeſs to the True Light, 
Chriſt Jeſus ; from Error, to his Eternal Truth; and from the 1:- 
niſtration of the Letter, to the Miniſtration of the Spirit ; wherein, 
his Fudgments have been ſet before us, and Righteouſneſs and: 
Peace have kifled each other. And now his own Work doth 
Praiſe him, and Speak of his Kingdom and Glory, and. Talk. 
of his Power, which he hath made known to a Remnant ; who 
were ſometime under the Dominion of other £Z:rds, but _ 


| 
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by Him only they will make Mention of his Excellent Name, 
and Declare the great things he hath done tor their Souls. Fur 
in Judah is God known, and his Name ;s oreat in {rac ; in Salem 
aiſo is his Tabernacle, and his Dwelling place in $ton. There brake 
be the Arrows of the Bow, the Shield, and the Sword, and the Bat- 
ile, Plal. 76. 1,2, 3. He ftocd and meaſured the Earth; be beheld, 
and drove aſunder the Nations ; the High Mountains were ſcattcred 
at his Preſence, and the Strong, Hills did Bow before him. The Tents 
of Cuſhan were in Affliction, and the Curtains of the Land of Midian 
did Tremble, Hab. 3 6, 59. But, behold now the Glory of the Lord 


<covercth tne Heaten, and the Earth is full of his Praiſe. Fir be hath 


Exalted the Horn of his Pe:ple, and ſubdued their Enemies within, 
and ſhown them the Foy of his Salvation: Therefore the Redeemed of 
the Lord Praiſe «nd Magnifie his Name 5 for his Name alone is Ex< 
cellent, and þ's Glory is above Heaven and Earth. 

The Myſtery that was Hid from us ſo long, while we were 
Clouded with Ourward Forms, and the Thick Vail of Dark 
Imaginations was upon our Minds, i. 1gh the Infinice Mer- 
cy of our God, is now meaſurably. mzde known unto us, by 
the Powerful Riſling of his Glorios zight our of our Obſcu- 
ricy z which though ir ſhone in Days paſt in our Dark Hearts, 
and was Nigh to us for our Leader and Commander ; yet we 
comprehended ir nor, nor ſubje&ed unto it. O the Wonderfy] 
Patience and Long-Suffering of our God; who did not ſhut up 
his Loving-Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure, but Waited upon us /o 
Many Years to be Gracious! Therefore doth my Soul Bow 
down before the Lord, and Tremble at his Preſence ; for *ris 
his own Almighty Arm that hath done this, and it 1s Mar- 
vellous in mine Eyes. The Remembrance of his Mercy is 
Sweet, and. Imprints an Holy Awe and Dread upon me; and 
in a Lively Senſe thereof, and of his Strength and Power, 
which I Feel and Witneſs Nigh to Help me, as I Wait up- 
on him in the Silence of all Fiſh, I am Travelling ou towards 
_— Perfeftion of Reſt, which is Prepared for the People of 

Od. 

But when I Look back upon my Former State, when I was 
Dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, and Lived a Life of Aljena- 


-rion from the Life of God; and when Dry Notions and 


Empty Forms, Images without Life, Prevailed, Sorrow and 
Heavingſs 
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Heavineſs Take Hold upon me, and Grief poſkfſeth my Reins 
and my Heart. For if the Lord had then Cut me off, Ieeping 
and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Tecth, might have been my Por- 
tion for Evermore. . Bur, O the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, 
and Heighth of the Love of Goa in Chriſt Feſus, which paſſeth 
Knowledge ! Mercy rejoyced againſt Judgment, ard Pity tri- 
umphed over Miſery : So I was not given over unto Death, 
for my Time was the Time of Love. The Witneſs of God 
began to ariſe in my Conſcience, and I had ſome Convictions 
of Sin, of Righteouſneſs and Judgment : For I do believe the 
Spirit of Truth was then at Work in my Heart, to Work our Sin 
and Tranſgreſſion, and to make the Inſide of the Cup and Plat- 
ter clean, that I might be a Choſen Veſlel, fir for my Maſter's 
uſe; but I was not Obedient to_ the Guide of my Soul, as I 
ought to have been; I was not Still and Silent before him, 
Waiting to receive only from him ; But Rebellion rook place, 
and I haſtened in my-own Will and Wiſdom, and ſo running 
before my Leader, I:.vrigpk the Covenant of my God, and ran 
from One Empty Form to Affother, Embracing mcer Shadows in- 
ſtead of the true Subſtance. | 

This was my Caſe, when I quitted thai Publick Station which 
T once had in the Church of England, fo called, and fell in with 


the People of the Baptized Perſwaſion;, who gave me great Ex+ . 


peCations from their Yay of Worſhip, affirming it to be Pure, - 
Primitive and Apoſtolical ;, and I was Glad therein for a Seaſon, 
thinking verily+it had been ſo; and thereupon I Preached up 
Outward Baptiſm ( having been Plunged my 1elf into the Wa- 
ter ) and the Outward Supper, as the Ordinances and Inſtitutions 
of Chriſf Now in Force, ( as I then thought) and Argued for 
them upon all Occaſions, with great Zeal and Earneſtnels : 
But this was a4 blind and ignorant Zeal, and I could meet with 
no Subſtantial Peace or Satisfaction to my Soul, either in my 
Contending for, or Partaking of them. For though I Eſteem- 
ed them Glorious in their Time, yet they were long fince 
Annulled, in Point of Obligation : And I round them to be 


bur Weis without Hater, and Forms without the Power, even 


the Graves and Monuments of the Dead, to thoſe thar feck the 
Living among them. For the Lord was pleaſed to ſhew me; 


vy his 7zhining Light, how far I had taken of the Fruit that 


CG | grew 
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grew upon the Tree of Knowledge, whereof he forbad Man to eat, 
ſaying, In the Day Thou eateſt _— thou ſhalt ſurely die; and I 
had fad Experience of this, by the Effects it produced ; for 
thouzh Death had ſome Check for a time, during my firſt 
Awakenings; yet through Diſobedience to the Word of Life, 
Death gradually prevailed upon me again, and I became a Cap- 
tive to it. This I write with reſpe& to my Inward State, while 
| was 2 Preacher among the Baptiſts; for my Outward Conver- 
farion among Men, was by the Lord's Secret Power, Bleſſed be 
his holy Name, preſerved clean of all groſs Immorality. 

Now under Death's Reign, I was fit for Nothing but Lifeleſs 
Forms ; and there I continued, like the Man that was among 
the Tombs and Sepulchres, till the Seed of Life began ro Move 
and Stir in me, and to Struggle and Work for my Deliverance 
from under Death's Oppreſſion. And as this ſtirr'd and ſtrove 
in me, and I was heiped by the Lord to Give «p ( tho? bur a 
little) in Obedience to it, I began to feel its Virtue, and my Heare 
was tendered and broken ; and my Cry aſcended to the Lord, 
O Lord, ſend Redemption in thy Seed, unto my Siul! Put down the 
Mighty from its Seat, and Exalt that of Low Degree : Let not the 
Bruiſed Reed be broken, nor the Smoaking Flax be quenched, but ſend 
forth Tudgment unto Victory ! And the Lord, in his great Mercy, 
heard my Cry, and aroſe for my Help, and brought forth his 
Choſen with Joy, and his Anointed with Gladnels. 

And now, as I felt Life to Spring a little in me; ſo Death be- 
g3n to Come upon all Ourward Forms and Adminiſtrations, 
which were taken: up and uſed in the Fleſhly Wiſdom of Man; 
and I durſt not Touch, nor Taſte, nor Handle any more of them ; 
for the Time of Reformation was come, and the O14 Heavens and 
Earth, wherein thoſe Shadows had their Beginning, Growth and 
(Continuance, Were to Vaniſh away; and the Lord would create a 
New. Heaven and a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. For 
I was made Senſible, by his Living Power, that the Lord was come 
to his Temple, to Purge every Pot and Veflel thereof, and to 
Create a clean Heart, aud to Renew a right Spirit within me ; that 
to I might Worſhip him #2 Spirit and Truth, and offer up unto 
him an Offering in Righteouſneſs; Which I could not do, until 
ihe Great Refiner had Purified me from my Dreſs, and Refined 
me from my Tin, 4 
And 
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And now my Belly Trembled, and my Lips Quivered at the 
Preſente of the Lord, whoſe Brightneſs was as the Light, and 
Burning Coals went forth at his Feet, to diſcover and burn 
up the Chaff with unquenchable Fire, and ro gather the Wheat 
3nto his Garner. For now the very Foundations were diſco- 
vered, and Feruſalem was ſearched, as it were with Candles ; 
and the Light of the Lord ſhewed me what Abominations were 
ſet up in his Temple i me, and how the Buyers and Sellers 
had defiled it, and that he was come to caſt them our, and to 

repare it an Habitation for himfelf; which muſt be done by 
the Spirit of Fudgment, and the Spirit of Burning. And for Ever 
Bleſſed be his Powerful Name, that I have known his Ford to 
be unto my Soul as an Hammer and a Fire, breaking and melt- 
ing my Rocky Heart in pieces; to be Quick and Powerful in- 
deed, and jharper than any Two-edged Sword, piercing even to the 
dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the Foynts and Mar- . 
row,.. and is @ Diſcerner of ths Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, 
Heb. 4+ 12. 

This was a terrible A4inifration to Fleſh and Blood ; for now 
Fudgment was ſet upon the Head of the Man of Sin, and upon the 
Beaſt, and the Whore, and the falſe Prophet ; for the Hour of God's 
Judgment was come, and the Fear and Dread of his Everlaſt- 
ing Power Was upon me, ,and my Soul was humbled before 
him, Waiting Patiently fqr his Salvation. O the Silence this 
Diſpenfation brought my Soul into! I became as one Dumb 
from my own Words, and Opened not my Mouth therein, be- 
cauſe it was the Lord's Doing, and the Uſhering in of that Glo- 
rious Day which hath dawned upon me.* For: behold, a Mi- 
niſtration that exceedeth»in Glory is come; Old things muſt be 
. done away, that all things may become New: And I am now, 
through the Infinite Mercy of my God, a Living Witneſs in 
my Meaſure, of his Bleſſed Truth, and Feel a Travel upon my 
Soul for the Growth and Increaſe of the Government thereof, 
till we all ( who truly Believe in Chriſt) as One Body, come 
tO a Perfett Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſz. For I do Believe, he will Finiſh Tranſpreſſion, and make an 
End of Sins, and Bring in Everlaſting\Righteouſne/s the Work where- 
of is Peace, and the Effet wheredf is Quietneſs and Aſſurance for 


ever. 
G2 And 
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" And now, this is my Cry to the God of my Life, That 1 
may be kept always Low and Tender before him, always 
Watching and Waiting for his Bleſſed Appearance, to Change 
me more and more into his own Glorious Image and Like- 
neſs, that I may be to his Praiſe and Glory, whoſe Grace has 
been So Exceeding Abundant towards me. For I can Now 
Experimentally ay, Where Sin did Ahound, as it did in me, who 
Drank up Iniquity, in Years that are paſt, as the Ox doth Wa- 
ter, there Grace hath much more Abounded ,, and Life and Immor- 
zality is brought to Light, whereby Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
Vittorz. For through the Aboundings of. Grace, I am. in ſome 
Degree, Crucified with Chriſt, Nevertheleſs, I thank God I Live; yet 
not I, but Chriſt Liveth in me ; and tbe Life which I now live in the 
Fleſh, is by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me; and not for me, or ſome Particular Selet Num- 
ber of Men and Women only, but for the whole Lump of Man- 
kind : For he taſted Death for Every Man, and gave himſelf a Ran- 
ſome for All, that All might have the Benefit ariſing from ir, if 
they give up in Sincere Obedience ro him. And that none 
may plead Want of Power fo to do, the Lord hath cauſed his 
Graee, which bringeth Salvation, to Appear to All Men; and a 
Manifeſtation of his Spirit is given ts Every Man to profit withal. 
So that None have cauſe to complain, they have an Hard 
Maſter, that requireth Brick without Straw, and -expe&s a - 
Crop where he has not Sown ; for the Lord hath largely Ex- 
rended his Mercy towards 471 Men, and Sown the Seed of the 
Kingdom in Every Heart ; and tho' Man cannot make the Seed 
to grow, for that is God's Work alone; yet Man hath a Power 
in himſelf, tho* not of 4imſelf, ro Lie Sttll, and co Waft, till 
God Ariſe, and Shake, and Open the Earth, and Break the Hard 
Clods thereof, and fo make Way for the Seed ro come forth. 
For 'tis God thai Worketh in us by his own Power, to Will 
and to Do the things that are Well-pleaſing in his Sight. O 'tis 
not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, or can do, 
in our own Will and Strength; but according to his Mercy he 
Saved, and doth Save us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, and Re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed, and ſheds, on us Abun- 
daxtly, through Tejſus Chriſt our Saviour ; That being Juſtified, 
”r made Juft, by his Grace, hich teacheth us to deny Ungodli- . 

neſs. 
/ 
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meſs and Worldly Lufts, and to live Sobcrly, Righteouſly, and Gedly 
in this preſend World ; Looking for that Bleſſed Hope, and the Glc- 
riows Appearing of the Great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
who is the Lord from Heaven, the Quickning Spirit, we ſhould be 
-made Heirs according to the Hope of Eternal Life. 

This Myſtery was Hid in me in former Days, when I was 
High in Notion, and Carnal Reaſoning, as is not unknown to 
thee, and many others, both here and in the Country ; but 
now is meaſureably made Manifeft to me, by the True Light, 
which Enlightneth every Man that cometh into the World; and 
even then Shined in my Dark Heart, tho' I comprehended it 
not, as I hinted before in this Epiftle. For the Lord, in the 
Riches of his Love to my Soul, hath ſent forth hu Light and 
his Truth, whereby I have 'been led unto his Holy Hill, and 
brought unto the Rock, which He himſelf hath Open- 
ed, and cauſed the Waters. to guſh out, and run in my Dry 
Places. 

And now my Heart's Deſire is, ro be kept Waiting in Self- 
denial, and true Poverty of Spirit, before the Lord; thar he may 
Feed me with the Bread and Water of Life ; and as I am thus 
Kept and Fed, I ſhall then be as a Watered Garden, and Witneſs 
a Growth and Progreſs in the Bleſſed Truth. But if a Negli- 
gent and Careleſs Frame of Mind ſhould come upon me, which 
I truſt, my God will preſerve me from, my Soul would ſoon 
TVither, and be as an Oak whoſe Leaf fadeth. Therefore mine 
Eye and Supplication is to Him continually, Thar I may hold 
on in his Rghteous Way, which is Strength to the Upright-hearted, 
and where Peace floweth in as a River, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt 
Aboundeth, This is the Wap which the Lord hath Caſt up for 
his Redeemed to Walk in; the Way of Holineſs: Here the Enemy 
cannot Hurt, the Roaring Lion cannot Devour ; for no Lioz nor 
Ravenors Beaſt is found therein; but the Ranſomed Travellers are 
Guarded with Salvation on every Side, and the Glery of the Lerd 
1s their Rereward. 


I have fer down theſe Things, as the Lord Opened then; 
upon my Spirit, and as I felt the Adotion of Life Moving in my 
Heart, to Communicate them unto thee ; that thou, who hait 
knowr 
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known me in my forme: 3a553, may it Rejoyce with me in 
the Lord, who Alone, Alone, and None Eltfe, - hath Turn'd 
my Captivity, and Pur a New Song in my Mouth, even 
P:afſe unto our God, who Liveth and Reigneth for Ever 
_ and Ever. 


Salute my Beloved Friends, Thumas Sheward and Mary Gulſon, 
when thou ſeeſt themm ; for they Refreſhed me with their Sewer a! 
Viſits, when they were in London. 

Salute Friends in General, tho' I am unknown to Many by 
Face : For the Love of God is Shed abroad in my Heart, and Springs 
towards All Mankind ; but Eſpecially to thoſe that Walk in the 
Light, as God s in the Light : For therein the Chriſtian Fellowſhip 
Stands, and not in any Outward Models, or Forms of Com- 
munion, whatſoever. 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with thee. Amen. Amen. 


George's ConriR near Hick . ; 
PA London, n org; Richar d Clar 1dge . 
the 8th Month, 16998. 


away HrMWaonmMmconwuysTwwnfto:yY) 
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Te Tird EPISTLE 


TO MY 


| Kindred and Relations, 
| | According to the Fleſh. 


My Dear Kindred and Relations ! 


HE Great God, who is Abundant in Mercy, Wonderful in 
Counſel, and Excellent in Working, having been pleaſed to 

Call me by his Grace, and to Reveal his Son in me, who was for 
Many Years paſt, a Blind Leader of the Blind, Void of the True 
| Knowledge of God, and Feſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent, a Light into 
the World, that whoſoever Believeth on him, ſhould not abide in Dark- 
neſs, but have the' Light of Life, John 12. 46. compared with 8. 
12. and to ſhine in my Dark Heart, to give me the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Feſus Chriſt ; who 
tho' he Ever Lives in himſelf, yer was he Crucified, and as a 
Lamb ſlain iz me by Tranſgrefſion and Diſubedience : But Glo- 
ry, Glory be to his Everlaſting Name, he Now Liveth; and 
behold he is Alive for Evermore, Amen! and hath the Keys of 
Hell and Death : I cannot be fatisfjied co Enjoy his Living Pree- 
ſence alone, which I feel ar this Time, to the grene Refreſhing 
and Gladding of my Heart, beyond the Increaſe of Corn, and. 


Wine, and Oyl, and all Earthly Pleaſures, Profits, or Enjoyments- 
whatſoever: But the Love of God being Shed abroad in my Heart, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto me, conſtrainech me 


to Love All Mankind, and to Deſire the Erernal Welfare of their 
Immortal Souls. | 


. And 
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And, O that All the Sons and Dangiters of Men, who are Wan. 
dring upon the Barren Mountains and De/o!:te Hills, as Sheep without 
a Shepherd, and Feeding upon that Mear which Periſheth, and {fo 
cannot Nouriſh the Soul to Everlaſtirg Lie, had their Ears Opened 
to Hear, and their Hearts Inclincd ro Follow the Upotce of the 
Living Shepherd, Chriſt Feſr:s ; wi10 15 COMe, in his Gloricus Inward 
Appearance, to Gather the Poor D:/perſed of Fudah, and thoſe thar 
are as the Outcafts of T/rae!, that they may know the One Fold, and 
the One Shepherd, and find the True Paſture, where he makes his 
Lambs and Little Ones to Reſt, and Feed upon the Mear that 
affords Living Nouriſhment, and Erdures for Ever and Ever. 
For the Love of Ged is Excended unto 41, and Chriſt is the 
Propitiation for the Sirs of 4 and the Grace of God, which bring- 
eth Salvaticn, hath appeared unto Al! ; the Oxen and Fatlings are 
killed; yea, Ail things are ready; and Al are Invited to the Mar- 
riage Supper of the Lamb. Ho, every one that T hirſteth, come ye to 
the Waters, and he that hath no Monty: Come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy Wine and Milk without Money aud without Price, Tai. 55. 
i. If any Man Thirſt, let him come unto me, ſaith Chriſt, and 
Drink. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath faid, out of 
bis Belly ſhall flow Rivers of Living Water, John 7. 37, 38. I am 
the Root and the Off-/pring of David, and the Bright and Merning Star. 
( For ſo is he known to be to a Remnant, after a long, dark and 
diſmal Night of Rebellion and Apoſtalie.) And the Spirit and the 
Bride ſay, Come. And let him that heareth, ſay, Come. And let him 


that is a thirſt, Comez and whoſocver will, let him take the Water of 


Life freely, Rev. 22. 16,17. O the Riches of the Grace of God ! 
O the Freeneſs and Largencſs of his Invitation ! A! are Called, 
and Nene are Excepted, but thoſe who Except themſelves, by 
Wilful Difobedience. For this is the Teſtimony of Feſus, and 
1 am ſure his Teſtimony is true ; Him that comes to me, ſaith he, 
1 will in no wiſe Caf cut. For T came down from Heaven, not to 
do mine own Will, out the Will of him that fent me. And this 1s 
ive Fatber's Will, which hath ſent me, That of ail which he hath 
e:ven ric, 1 ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raije it up again at the laſt 
Day. And ths is the Will of him that ſent me, That every one which 
Seeth the Son, and Believeth on Him, may have Everlaſting Life ; 
#1d 1 wiil raiſe him up at the laſt Day, John 6. 37, 38, 39, _ 

Mark 
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Mark this, 1t is the Father's Will, T ſhould Icfe nothing. So Paul 
Teſtifieth, That God will have All Men to be ſaved, and come tt 
the Knowledge of the Truth, 1 Timm. 2. 4s So Peter Declarcth, 
The Lord is Long-Suffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhouid pz- 
riſh, but tat All ſnould come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 3.9. And the 
Lord himfelf faith, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of him that 
dieth, Ezek. 18. 32. 


Wherefore it is the Deſire and Travel of my Soul, That 4/7 
in General, and Ye my Friends and Kinsfolk, according to the 
Fleſh, in Particular, may Embrace the Tender Invitation of God. 
Seek the Lord, while he may be Found; Call ye uron him, while he is 
Near. Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and the Unrighteons Man his 
Thoughts ; and let him Return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy 
upon him ;, and to our God, for be will abundantly Pardon, Ifai. 55. 
6, 7. Behold! I Teſtifie, That this is the Day of God's Great 
Love to the Children of Men : Behold! He is come Neat to Eve- 
ry One; yea, Nearer than many Profeſſors at this Day, in our 
Nation and others, do Conceive: For the Word, ſaid Moſes, is 


very NP1gh unto thee, In thy Mouth, and In thy Heart, that thou 


may ſt Do it, Deut. 30. 14. Even the Word of Faith, which the 
Apoſtle Preached, Rom. 10.8. The Word of Grace, which he Com- 
mended the Brethren to, Ats 20.32. The Ingrafted Word, which was 
in the Beginning with God, and was God : In whom was Life, and the 
Life was the Light of Men, John 1. 1,4. The Ufrtue of it is very 
Excellent and Precious, as they who have due Regard unto it, do 
Experience: For as the Apoſtle faid, It is Quick and Powerfn!, ond 
Sharper than any Tw9-edged Sword, Piercing to the dividing alunder 
of Soul and Spirit, and of the Foynts and Marrow, and is a Diſcerns 
of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, Heb, q. 12. *Tis this Vord 
alone, which Scarcheth ihe Heart, and Tryeth the Reins, and by its 
Penetrating, Powerful Operation, Divides between that and our 
Souls, Which ſeparated our Souls from God. The Lord com- 
Pares it tO A Fire and an, Hamer, Jer. 23. 29. to burn up the Drs/s, 
and tc break the Rock in Pieces. And this is the Word of God, even 
Jefus Chriſt himſelf, Rev. 19. 13. which giveth Light and Life to 
our Immortal Souls, as we turn our Minds, and give up in Sin- 
cetre Obedience toit. Man's Departure from, and Diſobedience 
tO, this Word of God in the. Heart, is the Cauſe of all kis Miſery ; 
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and he never can be Reſtored ro Happineſs, till he Return to it 
again. | Js 
This is a Myſ/ery to the Generality of Profeſſing Chriſtians, and 
they Stumble ar it, and ſpeak Contemptibly of ir ; but, Poor Crea- 
tures! they know not what they Say, nor whereof they Aﬀirm. 
And in their Ignorance of, and Alienation from, this Living, 
Eterna! and Interna! Word, they are run out into Words of their 
own Preparing, and have Heaped to themſelves Teachers of 
Words; tor the Life and Power they are departed from. Where- 
by it comes to paſs, That Many in our Day are called Miniſters 
of Ci5;if, and the People ignorantly Eſteem them as ſuch, her 
Chrij# never ſent them, nor did they ever receive the Word at his 
Aouth; but by Vertue of a meer Humane Call, in their own 
Will and Wiſdom, they take upon them ro Preach, and Cry, 
The Word of the Lord, when they have no Divine Miſſion or 
Huthority for their Praftice. For the true Miniſters of Chriſt are 
Immediately ſent by him z and they Wait, in Silence of all 
Fleſh, Study and Reafoning, to receive Immediately from him, 
before they deliver to the People. It is therefore an High Pre- 
ſumption, in all the Men-made Teachers, to Aſſemble the People 
rogether, and to take upon them to Preach in the Name of the Lord, 
who is ſore Diſpleaſed with all ſuch; and in Teſtimony againſt 
them, hath given them a A:ſcarrying Womb, and a Dry Breaſt, 
ſo that they do not Profit the People at all, but Cauſe them to Err 
by their Lyes, Jer. 23.32. They uſe indeed many Scripture-Words 
and Expreſſions, and are very ready at Chapter and Verſe; but 
not Waiting to receive firſt from the Lord Immediately, the 
ſage, Counſel, Dofrine, or Exhortation, which they deliver to the 
People, they are but Thieves and Robbers, Falſe Prophets and De- 
ceivers, and the Anger of the Lord is Rindled againſt them. Por 
thus faith the Lord, Behold, I am againſt the Prophets that ſteal 
2ny Words, every one from his Neighbour : Bebold, I am againſt the 
Prophets, ſaith the Lord, that uſe their Tongues, and ſay, He ſaith, 
J&.-23-39, 31- 
; _Theretore the Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt 
:hem : For thus faich the Lord, Io unto the fooliſh Prophets, that 
follow their own Spirit, and have ſeen nothing, Ezek. 13. 3. Thus 
chez Pervert the Words of the Living God, Jer, 23. 36. And my 
| + pheſic 
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pheſie- Lyes in his Name ; a Falſe Viſion and Divination, a thing of 
Nought, and the Deceit of their Heart, Jcr. 14. 14. For the Lord 
neither Spake to them, nor Sent them. So'thar they are Bruitiſh 
Paſtors, who Deſtroy and Scatter. the Flock 3 and they can dog 
no otherwiſe, who Run before they are Sent, But alas! Theſe are 
the Prieſts and Teachers of many of the People, who follow them 
for their Dreams and Delufions, and the Pleafing Things they 
Preach to them ; and tho' their Immortal Souls lie at Stake, yer, 
Poor Blinded Creatures ! they follow theſe Blind Guides into the 
Ditch. They are Teachers that Teach for Hire, and Divine for 
Money, Micah 3.11. All looking to their own Way, every one for 
hs Gain from hs Quarter, Ifai. 56. 11. They will bite with their 
Teeth, and cry, Peace ; and he that putteth not into their Mouths, they 
even prepare War againſ} him, Mic. 3. 5. Therefore the Sun « 
gone down over theſe Prophets, and the Day ws dark cover them ; 
and theſe Seers ſhall be aſhamed, and theſe Diviners confounded ; yea, 
they ſhall all cover theie Lips , for there xs no Anſwer of God, Mic. 3, 
63 7. b I | 
This I write not by Report, Traditiou, or Heay-Say, but of my 
Own Knowledge, and by Sad Experience ; for I have been Among 
them, and Tryed them, yea, I was One of them, my ſelf; be- 
ing for Many Years a Prief# of the Church of England, fo called ; 
and after that, for Some Time, a Teacher among the Baptiſts, who 
were accounted the moſt Refined Sort of Congregational Profeſſors, 
and have indeed Relinquiſhed many of the National Ceremonies 
and Superſtitions Practices, but do yei Retain much of che ſame 
Do&rine and Worſhip, which Sprung up in the Dark and Horrid 
Night of Apoſtaſy ; ſo/ that Some Branches of the Bitter Tree 
are lop'd off only, but the Main Body of it is ſtill ſtanding. 
Therefore the Lord, in his Infinite Mercy ro my Soul, Called 
me out from- amongſt them, and Turn'd me to his Light 
Shining in my Heart ; Which is the Word that was in the beginning 
with God, even Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and 
for Ever: Who is Come to Teach his People himſelf z and I have 
known, and do know, his Teaching to be an Jnward Mintlſfrp, 
In the Heart and Conſcience, and that he doth Teach to Prof, 
which none of the Hirelings of the World can do: For he 
\ Teacheth with Authority, and not as the Secribes ; Exe Teacheth, 
Dy - - That 
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thar the 7»/ide of the Cup and Platter mui be made clean, but the 
Scribes waſh the Outfide : Be Teachet'i, Thar a Man muſt be Borz 
7gaing or he cannot Enter into toe Kingdom of Grd, But what do 
the Scribes ſay to this? They talk indeed of Repeneration, ard 
Recommend it to the People as indiſpenſably Neceſſary : Bur 
what kind of Regeneration 15 it 2 Not a Toral and Perfeet Regene- 
ration from A! Sin, n9t a Star? of Liverty and Redemption from the 
Nature and Being 5f Sin ; No, Inis 15 not their DoCtrine; but the 
Regeneration which they P:each and Maintain, 35 a Partial and Im- 
merfect Work, a thing to be done to the Halves : For this is their 
Doctrine, 1: is Tmpoſſivle, ſay they, ts be perfettly ſreed from Sin on 
?1zs fide the Grave: And by this their Fleſh-pleaſing Do&trine, 
they gain and keep their Preſe/ztes; rendring the contrary Do- 
Ctiine 1p:j35e, and utterly Inconfiſtent with the End of Chrift's 
Coming, But they miſerably Err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
Power of God : For it was the End of Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, 
near Seventeen Hundred Years ago, and he 1s ow come at this 
Day in the Spirit, ro Deſtroy the Yorks of the Devil, to Finiſh 
Tranſgreſſion, to make an End of Sins, and ro make Reconcilia- 
tion for Iniquity, and bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs. He came, 
not only to Give himſelf a Sacrifice of Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole IWyrld, but alſo to Redeem us from All Jniquity, nd P.- 
rife unto himſelf a Peculiar People, Zealous of Good Works, Tit. 2. 
1.j. That being made free from Sin, and becoming Servants to God, 
we may have cur Fruit unto Holineſs, and the End Everlaſting Life, 
Rom. 6. 22. Y | 
The So?! is of Extraordinary Value, of more Worth than all the 
World ; and therefore it Concerns Every One to See tro it, that 
he be nor deceived in an Afﬀair of fo great Importance. And 
for the Avoiding of Error therein, let every one look Inward, 
:0 the Spiritnal Appearance of Chriſt in the Heart z and as they 
give up in Faithful Refignation and Obedience to that Appearance, 
Chriſt will lead them out of Sin and Error, both in Converſa- 
tion, Doctrine and Worſhip, and Eſtabliſh them in Righteouſneſs and 
in Truth ; and Teach them that Pure and Holy Yorſhip, which 
arſt comerth from God, and then returns to him again with 
ACCepronce 
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#Z This Do&rine may and doth feem Strange to many, that are 
” accounted the Wiſe and Prudent, by the World ; for ic is Hid 0s 
" hem: But I do Teſtifie and Declare, That *tis the Deadrine of Fe- 
fas Chriſt, and is Revealed only unto Babes : Whoſoever will Learn 
/ir, he muſt become as a little Child; and he muſt Deny himſelf, 
# and take up 1s Croſs, and follow Chriſt; who is the Way, the Truth, 
7” and the Life: Unto whom, in the Tender Mercies of God, wherein 
'” my Heart is Enlarged rowards You, and A! Mankind, I Heartily 
2 Commend You ; beſeeching Him, who Miniſtreth both Seed to 
+ he Sower, and Blefſeth the Seed ſown, to Bleſs ty Work and Labour 
+; of Love to You, and as Many as ſhall have the Perufs! of ir. 
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"* Your Travelling Friend and Kinfman, 

v7 For the New Birth in You, 

k Richard Claridge. 
[1 | 
'' This was Written in the Year 1699. 

2 and now Printed, in order to be 

ſent to my Kindred and Relations 
in the Fleſh. 
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The Fourth E PISTLE. 


BEING 
Something by Way of Diſcovery of the Subti] 


Workings of Satan, in my own Experience ; 
and a Word of Faithful Counſel, and Tender 
Caution thereupon, in an Epiſtle to thoſe 
Tempted and Exerciſed Ones, that are Con- 
vinced of the Bleſſed Truth. 


My Dear Friends ! 


A Frer the Soul, by the Inſhining Light of Chriſt, comes to be 

Convincingly Enlightned, and by the Powerful Manifeſta- 
t:0n, Or Revelation thereof in the Heart and Conſcience, is In- 
abled ro Beljeve in, to Joyn to, and to Give it ſelf up To be 
Led and Guided by it; the Soul is Brought in a Gradual Pro- 


grelſs, to Witnes and Exp:rience Something of an EffeQtual Tirn-. 


ing from Darkneſs to Lighr, and from the Power of Satan unto God; 
Something of the New Birth, or New Creation ; Whereof, as Chriſt 
is the ſole Author and Beginner, ſo it fixeth its Eye upon Him 
alone, 'to be the Carrier on, and Finiſher. 

For having Seen, in the Light which & Within, its Miſerable 
Fall and Degeneracy from that Primitive Purity and Righteouſneſs 
wherein it was Created ; the Odiouſneſs and Sinfulneſs of Sin, 
its Diſtance and Alienation from the Holy Life of Feſus, the Ju- 
ſtice of God againſt A! Unrighteouſneſs, its own Inability to make 
Satzfattion tor the laſt Offence, and the utter Impollibility of ever 
Enjoying God in that Condition ; From the Senſe whereof ou 
El 
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ſeth great Horrour of Mind, Perplexity of Spirit, and Fear of Ever- 


Y 1fing Defratfion, without the Infinite Mercy and Love of God ; 


which is alſo Manifeſted by the fame Bleſſed Light : For as thar is 
diligently Minded,and Attended to, it makes a Twofold Diſcovery 
ro the Soul; Firſt of Sin, and then of a Saviour ; who is Merciful 
and Gracious, Nigh, even Jn the Heart, and both Able and 
Willing, through his Righteous Fudgments, to Heal the Bruiſed, 
Bind up. the Broken, Deliver the Captive, Set at Liberty the Pr;- 
ſoner, Save, Vleanſe and Juſtifie the Contrite in Spirit, and Give 
Reſt to the Labouring and Heavy Laden: From whence there A- 
riſe Sighs, and Groans, and Supplications, which Aſcend unto the 
Lord, whoſe Eye is over his Travellinz Seed, and his Ear 
open unto its Cry. And now, being made Senſible of the Love 
of God, the Soul begins to Burn with Fervent Deſires after the 
Enjoyment of his Preſence, and to be Made Willing to Pare 
with All its former Lovers for the Sake of Chrift, whom it 
Prizes and Values above All in this World ; Taking up its Croſs, 
and Denying Self, and Reſolving, through the Lord's Aſſiſtance, 
to Cleave Stedfaſtly to him, and to Follow him in the Repene- 
ration. 

After the Soul has thus Travelled, and had this Experience, 
in the Beginning Work of True Converſion ; after it hath known 
Something of a War in Righteouſneſs, againſt the World, he Fleſh, 
and the Devil: The Devil, who could not Hold the Soul any 
longer in Captivity, now Regretting and Envying its Eſcape out 
of the Snare, imploys his uſual Subtilty ro Entangle it again, and 
to Bring it into that Bondage it formerly was in; and Various 
are the Ways and Means he uſeth to Accompliſh and Effedt it. 


' Some Inſtances whereof, being through Mercy not unacquainted 


with his Devices, I ſhall here ſer down. : 

Sometimes the Enemy will Tempt the Soul, to Queſtion the 
Truth it ſelf, and the Power and Ability that 1s in it, to Make and 
Keep the' Soul Free; or to Stumble at the Croſs of Chriſt, as be- 
ing an Heavy Yoke, and Uneaſie to be born; or to be Offend- 
ed at the Narrowneſs of the Way of tie Lord, and. ſo by degrees to 
Get Above the JVitneſs of God in the Conſcience, to Decline the 
Plain and Simple Teſtimony of Trath, and Take up with a Form 
of Goatineſs, Without the Life and Power 5 whereby it _— to. 
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Broad Way again, into the World, and Spirit of it again, like 
ime Deg to by Vomit ; or the Sow that was Waſhed, to hey Wallowing 
int the Mire. 


Bur if the Eny be Prevented here, fo that he cannot Pre- 


vail upon the Sc!, ro Shake or Unſettle it, as to its Foundation ; 


or Bring it into Bondage again, iO the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt 


of the Eye, or the Pride of Life : But the Soul is Strengthened 


and Preſerved by the Lord, to Reſiſt him Stedfaſtly in the F 
Faith : Then this Cunning Adverſary applies himſelf to other 
Methods, wherein he Lurks as a Snake in the Graſs, and is not © 
{o ealily Diſcerned, becauſe they carry ſome Reſemblance of bk 


the Light ; unto which Light, notwithſtanding, if the Soul did 
Diligently Atrend, and Wait Low upon, it would in due time 
fully Dere& both them, and this Wily Enemy in them : But it 
often falls out through Unwatchfulneſs and Non-Attention to the 
Light Within, and making too much Haſte, before Things are 
ſufficiently Tryed, by the Standard.which God has ſet up to Ex- 
amine them by 3 that Subt:l Transformations and Falſe Appearances, 
are taken for True and Real Manifeſtations z as the Shadow, for the 
Body ; and the Image or Likeneſs, tor the Life and Subſtance. 

Thus the En:-y ſometimes Endeavours to Beguile the Soul 
into a Miſtaken Reſt and SatisfaCtion in the Firſt Knowledge it 
had of the Truth, when it Experienced ſomething of the Re- 
ginning-WWirk of Regeneration , whereby it comes to Abate in its 
Zeal, Cool in its Love to Truth, and to be much Slackned in its 
Travel and Progreſs towards PerfeFion. Whence Enſues a Laodicear 
Neutrality and Indifferency, the Soul is neither quite Hot nor Cold ; 
bur RefleRing upon former Experiences and Enjoyments, and Feed- 
ing upon Old Wine and Manna, or perhaps a little New Wine now 
and then in its 0/4 Bottle ; which being O/d, cannot Retain the 
Wine, but it ſoon Runneth our, and 1s Loſt ; the Soul comes to 
Reſt and Center in a kind of Round, or Circle, of Bodily Exerciſe, 
in meer Formal and Cuſtomary Obſervations. 

If the Ezemy cannot Effect this, then he will ſtrive to Exalc 
the Mind above Meaſure, upon the Senſe of ſome Preſent Great 
Enjoyment, or to Delight it with ſome Pleaſant Pifures, and 


images of Heavenly Things ; or to Deck it with Gifts, inſtead or 
the 


Wax Dry, ard then to Fade and Wither, Returning into the | 
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the Covering of the Spirit Or to Run it into High Specriations, Lof- 
ty Notions, and Selfiſh Fleſhly Reaſonings about Spiritual Objetts ; Or 
to Form Strange /':ſions and Ideas in the Mind and Fancy, where- 
by ſome, 1n their Deceived Apprehenſions, have been Caught up 
3s it were zto the Third Heaven, but the whole Rapture has been 
Nothing but a Deception or [mpoſture of the Ezemy, who knows 
how to Transform himſelf into the Likeneſs of an Angel of Light. 
For certain It 1s, That as the Soul's Safery lies in Low and Con- 
ſtant Waiting upon the Lord, in the Babe-like Simpleneſs and Hu- 
mility, to teel the Jmumedtate Spzing of Life to Opez ; 10 
its Danger lies, in being Drawn or Turn'd away from thence. The 
wp:ing of Life is the Baſis or Center of Unity, Comfort, Stability, 
and Safety : Whoever therefore is Removed or Diverted from This, 
*tis no Marvel, if he Soar for a Time into Imaginary Heights, and 
at laſt Sink into a Divided, Vnſteady and Shatter'd Condition. 

Again, *Tis the Work of the Spirit of Error, to lead the Sou! 
into a Negle&, or Low Eſteem, of the Holy Scriptures, upon Pre- 
tence of their Needleſneſs or Uſeleſneſs, becauſe we are under 
the Teachivgs of the Spirit of Truth : For the Spirit of Trith never 
Leads any to That. For tho? the Spirit be the Primary and Prin- 
cipal Rwle- of Faith and Prattice, it being the Saints Rule before the 
Holy Scriptures were Given Forth, and Without Which they can- 
not be Spiritually or Savingly Underſtood or Applied : Yet torat- 
much as they Contain the Teſtimony of God, of Chriſt, and of his 
Servants and Handmaidens, Upon whom he Poxred ont of his Spi- 
ri, and are Profitable for Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correttion, and 
for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs ;, Yea, Able to Make Wiſe unto Salva- 
tion, through Faith which ts in Chriſt Jeſus : We ought to Bleſs the 
Lord for them, and Eſteem them not only as a Rle, but as the 
beſt Secondary and Subordinate Rule Extant in the World : And 
[ do hereby Teſtifhe and Declare of them as Such, and that they 
are of Excellent Uſe, when they are Opened in us by the Same 
Holy Spirit that Gave them Forth, and we come to Witneſs the 
Truth and Benefit of them in our own Particulars. 

I ſpeak of Thoſe who have the Holy Scriptures, and having the 
Uſe of their Rational Faculties, can Read them, or Hear them 
Read ; and when Read, are Capable of Underſtanding them : 
But as for thoſe who have them not, or are under any Natural 
Incapacity, the Caſe is otherwiſe with ſuch; as the Heather, 
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Little Infants, Jd:ots, D:jtracted Perſons, and Such as are Born. both + 


| Bliad, Deaf 4nd Dumb. Where Much 1s Given, there Much is 


Required; and WhCre Lictie is Beſlowed, there Little is Expect- 
ed. For God 1s no 4 nard Afijicr, to Reap where he has not 
SOW!1., 

Now this is not to Deny the Suiliciency of rhe Light or Spirit of 
Tritt, Without the Holy Scriptures; tor the Light or Spirit IS Un- 
doubredly Sufficient of 1t elf, cven without the Holy SCYIPEHYES, 
to I.cad and Guide the Fuirlful into All Truth : But to Manifeſt 
that 41 en are Obliged to Faithfulneſs, according to what they 
have Received; whether Five Talents, Or T wo, or One, a Proportion- 
able Impro\ement 13 Required trom them. And therefore we, 
WiO are under the Teachings of the Spirit, which the Heathen have 
as well as we; yet having the Holy Scriptures alſo, which God hath 
not Afforded them, we Ought to Aagrnifie the Giver of this Double 
Talent to us, and Labour to be found Faithful Improvers of it, to 
his Honour and Clory. 

[ Grant, the Holy Scriptuires are a Cabinet Lock'd, till He who has 
the Key of David Opens them to us: And therefore we are to Wait 
apon Him for the Valocking of the Myſtery, but by no Means to Neg- 
le or Diſeſteem them. *Tis the Error of many Profeſſors at this 
Day, to «ap their Value tao High, and to lay too Great a Streſs 
apon them, even to the Negletting of the Holy Spirit; but we ſhall 
Run into another Extrcam, if we either Debaſc or Diſuſe them. 

But if the Enemy fail in his Attempt here, then he will Endea- 
your to Draw the Soul to Pride and Judging ;, and either to be 
Diſſatisfied with its Own Mcaſure of the Grft of God, or to Pre- 
fer it to what Others have Received; whereby it ſometimes Runs 
into Contcmpt of the Peeſent Dilpenſation, which is the Laſt, 
and to continue to the End of Time, under Pretence of 
Soainething Higher and Better, and ſo into a Partial, if not a 
"oral Jpoſtaſie from the Tr1t. | 

By thele, and ſundry other Serpentine Wiles, whereof T have had 
Some Experieace in my Progreſs Slon-ward, and under which 1 
have Knewn the Lord's Power nigh to Support, and from which, 
;n his Appointed Seaſon, to Deliver me, Praiſed be his Holy Name 
"Or Ever; doth the Prizce of Darkneſs Attack and Beſert thoſe Souls 
wao are Turned to the True Light. And 1 Bleſs the God of my 
S:{rotion, | can truly ſay, My Soul doth Sympathize with them 
under 
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* under their Exerciſes and Temprations of Several Kinds, this in a 
* Great Travel for them, that they may come to See both' How 


” they are Beſct, and Who it is that Beſets them, and Flee for Re- 
©. "fuge to the Hope of Jſrael, who is the San&wary of the Afflitted, 
and a Strong Tower of Defence againit the Face of their Enemy. 

The Myſtery of Tniquity, which is at Work in Our, as it was in 
Former Days, is to many, a Hidden Myſtery; for Antichriſt is ſtill 
the Same that Ever he was ; Obſtructing, as much as in him lies, 
the Beginning, Progreſs and Perfettion of the Work of Chriſt, by In- 
numerable Arts and Stratagems. And that he may Carry on his 
Satanical Deſigns the more Succeſsfully, he oftentimes Appears by 
Way of Imication and Reſemblance, as an Angel of Light, and that 
with Power, Signs, and Lying Wonders; for his Coming is after the 
Working of Satan, and by his Deluſive Transformations, he ſeems to 
give a Kind of Life to the Image of the Beaſt, whereby many 
through their own Unwatchfulneſs have been Deceived, and 
Brought to Worſhip the Image inſtead of the Subſtance. Anti- 
chriſt hath his Dreams, Viſions, Voices, Raptures, Extaſies, Hymns 
and Songs, in Imitation of Chriſt; for heing the Prince of the Power 
of the Air, if he can but Make the Mind Airy, he is then in his 
Proper Element or Region ;, and hath Power there, as well as Place 
and Opportunity, to Raiſe Strange and Various Likereſſes, and to 
Work his Lying Wonders and Deluſions. 

Therefore this Subril Enemy 1s to be Watched againſt with Al! 
Diligence, whether he Roar as a Lon, Range as a Bear, Tempt 
and Twilt as a Serpent, or Appear in the Similitude of an Angel of 
Light : Remember the Words of our Lord Jeſus to his Diſciples, 
What IT jay wato Yor, T ſay unto All, Watch, Mark 13. 37. And 
that we may Watch as we ought to do, the Truth Requires, That 
we Keep very Low and Tender in our Spirits, very St: and Silent 
in our Minds before the Lord ; for our of this Frame there is no 
Profitable or Advantagious Watching. The Exalted Mind is 
Careleſs, the Hard Heart Inſenſible, and in the oife or Hurries, 
there can be no Right or Regular Attention. Therefore, that 
we may Watch Profitably, let us Wait Lowly:; tor *tis the Lowly the 
Lord hath Reſpect unto, and the AZeck whom he will Guide in 
ſudgment, and Teach his Way. 

A Watchful State, Ay Dear Friends, is a Precious State; therc 
iS True Teaching and Sxfe Condutt in it: Bur, as I before Minded, 
| E:2 there 
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there 1s no Watching to any Profit, out of a Low, Tender, Still Frame 
of Spirit : Therefore let us be in a Travel for this Neceſſary Qua- 
Ufication, this Indiſpenſable Preparatory, to ſo Excellent, fo Needful, 
and ſo Avantagions a Work, as Right Watching 18. 

As we are Found in this F-2me, and Doing this Work Faithfully, 
the Light will Diſcover unto us All the Works of Darkneſs, the 
Whole Myfery of Tniquity ; and we ſhall be Inabled thereby, for 
of our ſ{clves we cannot Do it, not only to Reſiſt and Repel, bur 
alſo to Get the Victory over the Enemy. 

It we Keep here, we ſhall avoid the T wo Dangerous Extreams, 
of Staying behind, or Rimning before our Guide ;, of Turning aſide to 
the Right Hand, or to tht Left; between which lies our Preſer- 
vation. O the Bleſſedneſs of a Low, Contrite, Silent, Waiting, 
Watcoful State! Here we Rnow True and Profitable Teaching , 
Here we Feel the Preſent Motions of Life; and as Life Stirs, fo 
Strength Renews, and Virtue 1s Added to our Faith; and the Noble 
Seeb of God Ariſeth into Dominion over All. 

The Spirit of Truth Guides the Obedient into All Truth; and 
it not only Guides into, but it Preſerves them in it, from the 
Error and Deluſion of the Wicked One. The Truth is the Rock 


of Ages, the Righteous are Built upon it, and the Gates of Hell 


ſhall never Prevail either againſt it or them, as they Abide and 
Perſevere Faithfully therein. 

Finally, 24y Dir Friends, let us See to.it, that we Stand al- 
ways in the Cormfel and Croſs of Chriſt, and then our Standing will 
he Sure and Unmoveable : Otherwiſe, we. ſhall Whiffle about as 
the Hrconſtant Wind, and be as Unſtable as the Floating Water. 


Now the God of Peace, that Brought again from the Dead our 
{ ord Jeſus Chriit, the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the 
Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, Eſtabliſh You in his Bleſſed. 


Truth, Make You Perfe& in every Good Work, to Do his Will, 


Working in You that which is Well-pleaſing in his Sight, 
through Jeſas Chriſt, to whom. be Glory for Ever and Ever. 
LAmen. 


George's Conre, near Hick's 
Hail, London, $he 28th of 
the. 8th Month, 2698: 


Richard Claridge. 
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AN 
Anſwer to a Queſtion, 


Propoſed by Fohn Tombs, a Preacher among the 
Baptiſts, concerning Fuſtification. 


The Queſtion. 
What i the Matter of our Juſtification in the Sight of God? 


The Anſwer. 
WAY fois the Several Opinions of Papiſts, Calvinifts and Ay 


minians, Which as they are at yu Odds and Variance © 
among themſelves about this Point, fo they are all of them 
ſhort of the Truth, according to the Account given of Taff 
cation in the Holy Scriptures ; I ſhall Premiſe a few things for 
the CURES of the W/ay, and. then ſpeak diſtintly to the Que- 
zo it felf. 

1. Man, in his {of Eſtate, or firf} Nature, is wholly Unable, 
by any Natural Power of his own, to Deliver himſelf, or do 
any thing in order to Deliver himfclf out of that Efate ; he 
yo! being Able of himfelf. ro do the leaft- thing - that is-Spiritr- 
ally Good. Es | 

2. The Merciful God; of his own Free Grace and Love, in 
Tender Pity and Compaſſion to Man, in order to Deliver him 
out of this Deplorable State, Sent the Lord Feſws Chrift, his Be- 
loved Son, into the World, to Tafte Death for every Man, and 
be a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World, that whoſoever Be- 


lieveth in him, ſhould not Perijh, but have Everlafting Life. 
PE PEERS 2. Chrif 


% 


[ 30 ] 

;. Chriſt, by his One Offerins once offered, through the 
Blood of his Croſs by the Eternal Spirit, without Spot, to God, 
hath ſo far Anſwered the Fuſtice \of God, and Reconciled us to 
Him, even while we are Enemies, ds that we are put into a 
Capaciry of having our Sins that are paft Remitted, upon 
Our Repentance. | 

4. As we are put into this Capacity, by the Favour of God, 
and the Sufferings and Death of Chrift ; {o there is a Meaſure of 
that Life, Light, Spirit, Grace, and Power that was in Him, 
Communicated unto Us, as the Free Gift of God, to Inable us to 
Believe and Repent, in Order to our Recovery out of our Lo#f 
Eſtate. 

5. As we come to Witneſs this Life, Light, Spirit, Grace and 
Power of God, in our Several Meaſures reſpectively, Quickning, 
Enlightning, Sanfifying, Cleanſing, and Redeemivg us from the 
Power of Sin and Satan, and Bringing us into Union and Com- 
muxion with God, from whom we were at a Diftance, and to 
whom we were Enemies, by Wicked Works; fo we alſo come 
ro know our FuFtification, thar we who were before Ungodly and 
Unrighteous, are now made Holy and Righteors. 


Theſe things being thus Premiſed, I give this Short, Plain and 
True Anſwer to the Que#tion, and ſay : That Chrif's Righteouſ= 
neſs alone is the Matter of our Fuſtification in the Sight of God, aC- 
cording to that in the Prophet, In h# Days, Judah ſhall be ſaved, 
and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely ; and ths uw the Name whereby he ſhall 
be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Fer. 


23. 6. Which is Confirmed by the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 1. 30. But of 


him are ye in Chriſt Feſus, who of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs, and San{ificaticn, and Redemption, Where obſerve,The 
Apoſtle doth not ſay, Chriſt x Imputed, or Reckoned ; as the Word 
is generally taken by ſome, to fignifie an External Imputation of 
a Righteeuſne{s made up of Chriſt”'s Afive and Paſſive Obedience, to 
Perſons UnſanC&tified in their Inward Man, and by which David 
and Peter ſtood Juſtified ( as they ſay) before God; the One in 


nIS Adultery and Murder, and the Other even while he Denied 


Chriit with Cur/ing and Swearing. But he ſaith, Chrift is Made 
unto us Wiſdom and Righteouſnc/s, &c. Where the Greek +#y:yvibn, 
and 
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and the Latin Fa#us eff, ( as Beza renders it ) are full to my 
Purpoſe. For both theſe Words import a Real Making, and 
rhac of a: Change in the Thing or Perſon, ſaid to be Made ſo or 
2, and not an Imputative only, in the Common Proteſtants ACCep- 
ration of the Word, which is but Notienal and Imaginary, 

But if it be Objected, Chrif#'s Righteouſneſs is Imputed to us, 
who are Unrighteous, Even as our Sins are Imputed to him, who bad 
no Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth. 

I Anſwer, This hath no Strength art all in it, whatever the 
Objefters may ſuppole it hath: For, 

x. Our Sins were never ſo Imputed to Chriſt, as that God 
did therefore Repute him a Sinner : Nay, there is no ſuch 
Phraſe or Expreſſion in the Holy Scriptures, as the Imputing of our 
Sins to Chriſt. The Apoſtle ſays, He hath Made him to be Sin for 
us, who knew no Sin, 2 COr. 5.21. That is, a Sacrifice for Sin, as 
the Greek duapiz, and the Hebrew RUN often Signifie in the 
Old Teſtament, to which the Apoſtle refersz but he doth not ſay, 
Chrift was made a Sinner for us. 

2. As God never Reputed Chriſt a Sinner, tho' He bore our 
Griefs, carried our Sorrows, was wounded for our Tranſgreſſion, and 
the Lord Iaid upon him the Iniquities of us all, Ta. 53.4, 5, 6. And 
was by Men Condemned as a Sinner, aud Numbred among the Tranſ- 
greſſors : So Chriſt never Died, never gave himſelf a Sacrifice for 
us, to the End we ſhould be Accounted or Reputed Righteous, 
and yet be no more fo, in Truth and Reality, than Chriſt him- 
ſelf was a Sinner, who was without Sin, Heb. 4. 15. Holy, Harm- 
loſs, Undefiled, Separate from Sinners, Chap. 7.26. Burt the End. 
of his Death is thus ſer forth, And that he Died for All, that they 
which Live, ſhould 1:0t hencefoxth Live unto themſclues, but unto him 
which Died for them, and Roſe again, 2 Cor. 5.15. For God hath 
not Appointed us to Wrath, but to Obtain Salvation 5y our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt ; who Died for us, that whether we Wake cr Sleep, we ſhould 
Live together with him, 1 Thell. 5. 9, 10. 

. Bur if. there be thought to be any Weight or Force in the 
Objefion, then I defire thoſe who Urge ir, tro Aſſign ſome Rea- 
ſon, why any more Righteouſneſs or Holineſs is Required in us, 
than there was Sz or Iniquity in Chriſt z it we are Righteous: 
by the meer Imputation of Chriſt's Righteon/ne's, as they alſo 
{ay,. 
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ſay, He was a Sinner by the Meer Imputation of Our Sins to 
him. | 

The Matter then of our Fuſtification in the Sight of God, 15 the 
Righteouſneſs of Chrift alone ; not that which is by Bare Imputation 
only, but that which is by Real Transformation alſo, when Feſus 
Chriſt is Formed in us Gal.4.19. When we are Renewed in the Spirit 
of our Minds, Ephel. 4-23- Are Saved by the Waſhing of Regene- 
ration, and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. 3. 5. Are Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4- And ſo become One with Chrifs, 
as the Branches are One with the Vine. And by or in this Spiri- 
cual Birth, or Formation of Chrift in us, the Hope of Glory, Col. 
1.27. we ſtand Formally Futificd, and have a Right and Title 
to Whatfoever he hath Done and Suffered for us. For when 
we Feel the Life of Jeſus made Manifeſt in our Bodies, 2 Cor. 4. 
10. and the Travelling Seed of God really brought forth in Birth ; 
when we know a Being 2% 20” Sanfified, Fuſtified, in the Name 
of the Lord Feſus Chrift, and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. 
Then the Obedience, Perſonal Righteouſneſs, Sufferings and Death of 
Cbriſt, comes to be Ours; and we Enjoy him not Divided from 
himſelf, and Two Chzilſts, as ſome Erroneouſly Speak, but 
Dne Entire Ch:flf, Whole and Undivided, che Righteouſneſs 
of God by Faith. 

So that Fuſtification and Santtification, are in the Preſent Caſe, 
Infeparably-conjoyned, and taken the One for the Other. For 
Fuftification, according to the Etymology of the Word, which is 
a Compound of Fuftum & facio, Denotes a Making Fuit. I 
do not ſay, thar this is the Only Senſe of the Word, it having 
Many other Significations in the Scripture ; but thoſe are 1m- 
proper and Metaphorical. To Fuftifie, is to Make Juſt ; as to 
Sanfifie, is to Make Holy. A Man cannot be Made Holy, by 
an Imputed Holineſs. It 1s the Real Work of the Spirit of God, 
to Make Holy of Unholy. Nor can a Man be Made Fu#, by 
an Imputed Fuſtice; he may be Reputed, or Reckoned Fu, 
upon the Account of ſuch an Imputation ; but what will that 
Avail him in the Sight of God, if he is not Made Fuf# by a 
Rea! Righteouſneſs? For the Unrighteous ſhall not Inherit the King- 
dom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9. In order therefore to the Enjoyment 
of that Inheritance, it is of Abſolute Neceſlity, that a _ Be 
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Made Righteoms, or Conſtitured Righteows which none can tru- 
ly be ſaid ro be, but by an Inward Fuſtice EfteQtually Formed in 
the Soul, by the Operation of the Holy Gho#i. In this Righteouſneſs, 
the Soul hath Acceptance with the Lord, and in none Other ; 
this being the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the Sin of the World : For if Sin ſtill Remain, where's 
the Righteouſneſs of Chrizf, who was Manifefted to take away 
Sin? 1 John3.5. The Caſe is Poſitively Determined by the 
Apoſtle Fohn; Every one that doth Righteouſneſs, is Born of Him, i. 
e. of God, 1 John 2.29. Or is Righteous, even as he is Righteous, 
x John 3.7. Whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs, is not of God, v. 10. 
Imputation Or Reputation will be of no Advantage to that Per- 
fon, who is not Righteous by Regeneration and Renovation. 


Richard Claridge. 
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A Solemn Invitation, | 
In the Tender Love of (God, 


Unto all Sorts of Religious Profeſſors, under their 
Several External Modes and Forms of Worſhip, Deviſed 
and Uſed in the W:1! and W:i/dom of Man, to Turn 
their Minds Tnward to the Lizht of Chriſt Jeſus in 
their own Hearts, and to Wait Patiently upon the Lord 
therein, that they may come to Know Redemption 
from S:» and Death, and Unacceptable Worſhip; and be 
as Lively Stones Built up a Spiritua! Houſe, an Holy 
Prieſthood, to Offer up Spiritaal Sacrifices, Acceptable 
to God, by Feſus Chriſt, the only Mediator between 
God and Man. 


T HE Glory of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation hath been and is great- 
ly Darkned, by the Sad Apoſtaſie of Man, from the Light 
and Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ; and the Myſtery of Iniquity doth fo 
Generally Prevail over the Face of Chriſtendom, that notwith- 
ſtanding the many Pretences on Foot at this Day, to Pare ani 
Primitive Chriſtianity, whether by the Papiſts on the One Hand, 
or thoſe that Profeſs themſelves Refcrmed, under National or 
Congregational Forms, on the Other ; the an of Sn ſtill keeps 
upon his Throne, and continues his Uſurp'd Dominion in the 
Hearts of Multicudes of People. 

Many of the Fir#? Refermers, both in this and other Nations, Be- 
gan and Ran Well for their Time ; they Manifeſted Great Zeal for 
God, againſt Popiſh Corruptions and Innovations, in Dottrine,Worſkip, 
Diſcipline - 
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*(-inline and Tithes, according to the Meaſure of Light then Dif” 
DIP: ro them, and Loved not their Lives unto he Dewbs; bu© 
ſome in Exile, or in Goals and Dungeons, and others at the Stake or 
Gibbet, Finiſhed their Tefimony, as Faithful Wartprs of the Lamb, 
leaving a Sweet and Precious Memorial of their Vi&orious Faith, 
and Patient Sufferings behind them; that others might Follow 
their Steps, as they had done their Lord and Maſter, Chriſt 
Feſus ; who Endured the Cre/s, and Deſpiſed the Shame, and is 
now Set down on the Right Hand of Ged. 

But others there were in that Day, who being Unfaithful to 
the Manifeſtaticn of the Spirit of God 1n themſelves, which firſt 
Opened their Minds, to give them a Sight of their own Eſtates, 
and the Abominations that were Set up and Practiſed, inſtead 
of the Pure Truth and Worſhip of God, the "_ ſoon cloſed 
again, and the Morning turned .to Night, and Groſs Darkne/' 
quickly overſpread their Habitations ; io that they knew not 
how to Go on with the Work, which the Lord of Glory had 
Begun in thac Dawning of the Reformation. But their Under- 
ſtandings being Blinded, and their Language Confounded, while: 
they Laboured to Pull down one Babe}, they Contended alſo 
at the ſame time to EreR another. Yea, ſo Attire and In- 
duſtrious were thoſe Babe!- Builders in that Dark Night of Con- 
fufion, and fo Ignorantly Zealous for their ſeveral Plaz-forms, 
which through Pride, or Worldly Policy, or for Secular Ad- 
vantage, One Party would Prefer and Set up in Oppoſition to 
Another ; that tho* there was ſomething Going forward un- 
der the Specious Title and Semblance of a Reformation z yet it 
amounted to no more, than, a plain Deformation; the Abomina.. 
tion of Deſolation ſtill Banding in the Holy Place. For tho' they 
Divided, and Subdivided, both among themſelves, and from 
one another, and Cut off here-and there an Excreſcence, Or Su- 
perfluous Branch, yet the Ax was not laid to the Root, nor were 
the Mafter-Boughs Lop'd off; but the Accurſed Tree of Apoſt aſre 
ſtill Grew and Flouriſhed. in its Ancient. Srrength and Vigour, not- 
withſtanding all they had Done, or pretended to Do, to the © 
Contrary. | 

And when they had, after much Time ſpent in Contriving 
their Particular Models, Formed. themſelves into. Diſtin& Secieties 
F 2 ang. 
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and Communions, and put out Articles, Confeſſions, Creeds and Cate- 
chi/ms, compoſed in their Fleſhly Wiſdom ; as one Party got 
the Secular Power on their Sides, Severe and Sanguinary Laws 
were Enacted, to Force and Perſecute thoſe that Diſfſented from 
them. | 

Thus as Changes and Revolutions happened in the Civil Govern. 
ment, {o their Schemes of Religion varied ; and the Sword of the 


Magiſtrate, that was drawn to Prote& and Enforce one, was 


frequently uſed to the Suppreſſion and Deſtruction of the other. 


For every Party thought their own Way and Model Beſt, and 


moſt Agreeable to the Holy Scriptures; and yet neither of them, 
when brought to Tryal, could make out their Claim by thoſe 
Sacred Keco2ds ; for they all Erred, not knowing the Scriptures, 
zor the Power of God. 

This was the miſerable State and Condition of thoſe in the 
Former Age; and to deſcend to this Preſent Generation, Was not 
the Caſe the ſame, as Epiſcopacy or Presbytery got uppermoſt ? 
Did they not endeavour ro Compel Men, by Perſecuting Laws, 


| Into their Several Communions ? And fince the Penal Laws con- 


cerning Religion have been Laid aſide, tho' one Party cannot Now 
Force another ; yet the ſame Spirit that ACted in their Prede- 
ceſſors, *tis to be feared, remains in too many of them ; and that 


*ris not ll to Compulſion and Fiolence, but Power to Eitedt it, 


which is wanting. 

O how Blindly Zealous are they, for their ReſpeC&tive Models 
and Syſfems ! What a Contention is among them for this and 
the other Man-made Dofrine, Worſhip and Ordinance, which they 


feverally Believe and Pratice! Catching at Shadows, and fetring 


go the Subſtance; Crying up the Outward Shape and Form, but 
NegleCting the Inward Life and Power of Chriſtianity. One 


- Cries, Lo here; and another Cries, Lo there x Chrift : Our Church 


# Sound and Orthodox, ſays one; And Ours is Rightly Conſtituted, 
according to the Goſpel,ilays another :| Therefore Come and Fon with 
us, Cry they, or enter into Society with us ; for we come neareſt to the 
Primitive and Apoſtolick Pattern, 

But, alas! They All 'fall ſhort of that ; for they are All gone 
out of the Way, and turn'd aſide into Crooked Paths of their 
own Invention. Therefore, when they ſhall ſay, See here, or 
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G'e there, Go not after them. For the Kingdom of God cometh 
»0t with Obſervation 5 nor doth it ſtand in Outward Gatherings, 
Outward Waſhings or Dippings, Outward Eatings and Drinkings, or 
any Outward Conſtitutions Or Pratiices whatſoever : But the King: 
dom of God is Within, and is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and 
Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, SO that the True Gathering is unto Chrif, 
in his Inward Appearance ;- the True Waſhing, or Dipping, is the 
Baptiſm of the Spirit ; and the True Eating and Drinking at the 
Table of the Lord, is Inward and Spiritual, But while Men 
Feed, as it were, upon the Letter, and their Life ſtands in 
Outward Obſervances, they are utter Strangers to the True Ga- 
thering, Baptiſm and Supper of the Lo#d; and the Glorious MyFte- 
ry of the Goſpel remains a Dark Riddle to them. | 
O the Darkneſs and Ignorance both of Priefs and People, 
Generally Speaking, among the ſeveral Sorts Profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity at this Day, by Rites and Uſages of meer Humane Inſti- 
tution ! They are Departed from the Truth, which is One, and 
was before any Men-made Churches and Congregations had a Being 
or a Name in the World, and are Joyned to the Spzrit of Error, 
which Alienates from the Pure Heavenly Light, Life and Power, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus; and fo both_Prieſfs and People, while 
remaining in the Alienation, are under Death, Darkneſs and Bon- 
dagez and Antichriſt Reigns within them, and Mplferp Babplon, 
the Beaſ# and Falſe Prophet are Within them, and the Lord's 
Two Witneſſes, his Light and Spirit, lie Slain in the Streets of the - 
Great City, which Spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, and is 
Within them, tho” they know it not. And here they Crucifie 
the Lord of Life and Glory, while they Outwardly Profeſs Faith in 
Him; Here they Condemn and Killyzthe 7«## One, while they 
_ pretend to Magnifie Him, in their Doarines, Worſhips and 
Ordinances ; which being P:&ures without Life, Shadows Without 
the Subſtance, and Broken Ciſterns that will hold no Water, cannot 
yield any True Refreſhment or Satfattion to the Travelling and 
Thirſty Soul. | | 
This is no Raſh or Inconſiderate Charge, but a Sober 7Te{t;- 
»0ny and Declaration, Springing from that Experience, which 
I have had of them in Days that are paſt; when I was, as 
many others now are, ſeekipg the Living among the Dead, and 
| running 
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form Zcceptable Worſhip t&- the Lord, 10 offer unto him: an. Offer- 
| | ing: :; 


running from Hill to Mountain, from one Empty Form to ano- 
ther, to find out that which my Soul deſired, ReF, Peace, and 
Satzsfafion ; but *rwas not there to be had. 

Bur Bleſſed for Ever be the Name of the Lord, who was 
pleaſed ro ſhew Mercy to me in that Seeking and Diſtreſſed 
Day, and to Open the Way of Life and Salvation to me, in his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus; whom I was looking for Without, in Duties 
and Performances, Begun, Continued, and Ended, in my own 
Will and Time ; but, behold, he was not there. 


But ſome may ask, here then was he? I anſwer, He was 


Within ; there He mer with me, and there I found the Bee 
loved of my Soul, the Chiefeſt of Ten Thouſand. For as I was in- 
abled ro Turn my Mind Inward, to the Manifefation of his 
Light and Spirit in my Heart, and to Give up in Obedience there- 
unto; ſoI came to have my Underſtanding Opened by Him, and 
to See Him ro be my Only and Alone Saviour, as I diligently 
Attended to him in that Heavenly Appearance. 

Now the Way, through which it pleaſed the Lord to Lead 
me, (and I Teftifie for God, 'Tis the Way that all Kis Redeemed 
Ones muſt Travel, as to the Kind and Nature of it) was 
through Judgment, Judging down the Man of Sir, and the 
Tranſgreſſing Nature, and bringing thar into SubjeEtion which 
would nor have the Right Heir to Reign over me. And as this 
Fudging Work went forward, which was Terrible to Fleſh and 
Blood ; For the Day of the Lord burn'd as an Oven, and he was 


like a Refiner's Fire, and a Fuller's Sope ; my Soul was made to 


Bow down before him, and to love his Righteous Judgments, 
and willingly to bear the Indignation of the Lird, becauſe I had 
Sinned againſt him. Now his Rebukes were Sweet, and his Cha- 
ſtiſements Pleaſant tro me. For in mine Affiiftion, He was Afﬀiifte 


ed, and the Angel of has Preſence ſuſtain'd me, and bore me up, 
or I had Fainted when he turn'd his Hand upon me. But this 


was his Love and Kindneſs to me, That he might Purge away 


my Droſs,, and Take away my Tin, and make me fit to offer up 


unto him an Offcring in Righteouſneſs. Glory, Glory, be Afſcri- 
bed unto him for Ever ! 
Now if Men would be in a State, Rightly Qualitfted, to per- 


ing in Righteouſneſs; they muſt fiſt come to know Redemptics 

chrough Tudgment, and a Puyging by the Great Refiner, as of 

Gold and Silver. And as this Purging or Cleanſing Comes to be 

Experienced, ſo they will be fit ro Compaſs the Altar of the Lord, 

and to Pay their Vows to the moſt High God, Then, and not till 

then, will the Ob1ations of any, whether under this or the other 

External Form, be Pleaſant to the”Lord. 

| Now 'tis the Earneſt Deſire of my Soul, unto the God of my 

Life, That all;the Outward Worſhippers, of evexy Denomination, 

ofighe come to Witneſs ſuch a Srtatey-wherein their Offerings 

| may be Acceptable unto the Lord, wiz. a State of Redemption from 

| Tniquity, and Purgation from Sin : For, tor this Purpoſe the Son 

: of God was manifeſted, that he wzght Deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, Redeem from all Iniquity, and Purifie unto himſelf a Peculiar 
People, Zealous of Good Works. : os 

PENN it, is 1k Tefimony this Day, which che Lord m God PO 


: Sg for his Name, _—_ weve ou - 
c6oy "Witneſs this State of Redemption, oth from\Sianlnd 
UngxeMelie Wi #72 they DE Dna l [ *% OE, FN 
S in their ons artse 20d Wait Patiently upon the Lord therein. 
' For this is the Fay to it, R* Gs Reboxded in the Scriptures of 
Truth, and Manifeſted unto me by the Holy Spirit ; Neither 1s 
there another for any of the Sons and Daughters of Men. 
Therefore I Earneſtly Beſeech all that may be concerned in 
this Teſtimony, to Turn Immediately, to the Light of Chriſt Feſus 
. Within them : For Chriſ# Within is the Hope of Glory. And I 
Preſs ir ſo much the rp7ore upon them, becatiſe I have had Zx- 
perience in my Meaf the,f the Divine Power and Virtue that is 
in it; and becauſe 1 know it is the Day of God's Great and Uni- 
wverſal Love tO the Children of Men, wherein he would have all 
.- den to be Saved, and to come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. 
Feruſalem had a Day, and ſo have all the Nations and Families 
of the Earth. Cloſe therefore Immediately with the Preſent 
Invitation of God : For, behold, Now # the Accepted Time : Behold, 


Now & the Day of Salvation. 
| Richard Claridge. 
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runring from Hill to Mountain, from one Empty Firm to ano- 
ther, to fnd our that which my Soul deſired, ReF, Peace, and 
Satzsfa&iom ; but *rwas not there to be had. 

Pur Bleſſed for Ever be the Name of the Lord, who was 
pleaſed tro ſhew Mercy to me in that Seeking and Diſtreſſed 
Day, and to Opeii the Way Of Life and Salvation to me, in his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus; whom TI was looking for Without, in Duties 
and Performances, Begun, Continued, and Ended, in my own 
Will and Time ; but, bebo!d, he was not there. 

But fome may ask, here then was he? I anſwer, He was 
Within ; there He mer with me, and there I found the Be- 
loved of my Soul, the Coiefeſt of Ten Thenſand. For as I was in- 
abled tro Turn my. Mind Tward, to the Aanifeſtation of his 
Light and Spirit in my Heart, and to Give up in Obedience there- 
2unto; fol came to have my Underſtanding Opened by Him, and 
to See Him to be my Only and Alone Saviour, as I diligently 
Attended to him in that Heavenly Appearance. 

Now the ay, through which it pleaſed the Lord to Lead 
me, (and I Teſtifie for God, 'Tis the Way that all his Redeemed 
Ones muſt Travel, as to the Kind and Nature of ir) was 
through Judgment, Judging down the Man of Sin, and the 
Tranſgreſſing Nature, and bringing that into SubjeCtion which 
would nor have the Riz4t Heir to Reign over me. And as this 
Fudging Work went forward, which was Terrible oo Fleth and 
Blood ; For the Day of the Lord burn'd as an Oven, and he was 
like a Refmer's Fire, and a Fuller's Sope ; my Soul was made to 
Bow down before him, and to love his Righteous Judgments, 
and willingly to bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I had 
Sinned againſt him. Now his Rebukes were Sweet, and his Cha- 
{tiſements Pleaſant ro me. For in mine Afﬀiidtion, He was Afﬀiitte 
ed, and the Angel of his Preſence ſuſtain'd me, and bore me up, 


' or I had Fainted when he rurn'd his Hand upon me. But this 


was his Love and Kindneſs to re, That he might Purge away 
my Droſs, and Take away my Tin, and make me fit to offer up - 
unto him an Offcring in Righteouſneſi. Glory, Glory, be Aſcri- 
bed unto him for Ever ! | 

Now if Men would be in a State, Rightly Qualified, to per- 
form Acceptable Yorſhip t&- the Lord, 1s offer unto him an. Offer- 
is, 
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ing in Righteonſneſs ; they mult fiſt come to know Redempticy 
chrough Judgment, and a Purging by the Great Refiner, as of 
Gold and Silver. And as this Purging or Cleanſing Comes to be 
Experienced, ſo they will be fit ro Compaſs the Altar of the Lerd, 
and to Pay their Vows to the moſ? High God, Then, and not till 


3 F rhen, will the Oslations of any, whether under this or the other 
d { External Form, be Pleaſant to the Lord. 
al Now *tis the Earneſt Deſire of my Soul, unto the God of my 
oi Life, That all-the Outward Worſhippers, of every Denomination, 
Ny ror come to Witneſs ſuch a State, wherein their Offerings 
| may be Acceptable unto the Lord, wiz. a State of Redemption from 
BB Triquity, and Purgation from Sin : For, for this Purpoſe the Son 
” of God was manifeſted, that he might Deſtroy the Works of the 
i Devil, Redeem from all Iniquity, and Purifie unto himſelf a Peculiar 


People, Zealows of Good Works. 
; Apd it. is 1p Teſtimony this Day, which the Lord m God 
Ah 22th ine to bear for his Name, That whoever Would ' 
cot td Wicneſs this Stats of. Redemption, hoth from:Sin and 
UnxaFeaie Woh, they maſt Tome to*the Light of Ebriſt Feſtus 
.In their Ong arts and Wait Patiently upon the Lord therein. 
For this is the May to It, 8 *G5s Recorded in the Scriptures of 
Truth, and Manifeſted unto me by the Holy Spirit z Neither is 

there another for any of the Sons and Daughters of Men. 
Therefore I Earneſtly Befeech all that may be concerned in 
this Teſtimony, to Turn Immediately, to the Light of Chriſt Feſus 
Within them : For Chriſt Within is the Hope of Glory. And I 
Preſs ir fo much of upon them, becauſe I have had Zx- 
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perience in my Mea f the Divine Power and Virtue that is 
in it; and becauſe I know it is the Day of God's Great and Uni- 
verſa Love tO the Children of Men, wherein he would have all 
-Afefi to: be Saved, and to Come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. 
Feruſalem had a Day, and fo have all the Nations and Families 
of the Earth. Cloſe therefore Immediately with the Preſent 
Invitation of God : For, behold, Now the Accepted Time : Behold, 


Now wu the Day of Salvation. 
Richard Claridge. 
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